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Omagh Literary
Festival

Honouring Benedict Kiely

Tony Macaulay 
Friday 12 October - 2 pm
Student Workshop - Lecture Theatre
Tony Macaulay has written four popular 
autobiographical books about growing up in the 
Shankill, Belfast, during the troubled 1970s; 

Breadboy, All Growed Up and Little House on the Peace Line.  His successful 
debut novel Paper Boy was produced last summer as a musical, in the Lyric 
Theatre, Belfast. He will speak to a cross community group of pupils from 
local schools. Tony will also facilitate a session on Saturday.

Fiona O’Rourke
Kick Start.                                                    
Creative Writing Workshop for adults. 
Friday 12 October - 3.30 pm - 5.30 pm 
Meeting Room                £7 

Fiona O’Rourke is an author, creative writing facilitator and professional 
mentor at the Irish Writers Centre, Dublin. Her first novel  Have you found 
Luke? was a winner at the Irish Writers Novel Fair 2016 and her short stories 
have been included in Spontaneity Magazine and many other publications. 
Wrong Whiskey was the prize winner in The Fish International Short Story 
Award, 2012. In 2017, she was selected for the inaugural Arts Council N.I. 
and Irish Writers Centre X Borders project. Fiona will also chair the Irish 
Female Writers panel on Saturday.

Festival Exhibition
Strule Gallery 14 September -13 0ctober
CONNECTIONS
This is a collection of paintings by celebrated artists 
whose work has been inspired by a range of subjects 
and environments, making connections across 

cultures and countries. Artists include Robert T Killen RUA, Des Hickey, Phil 
Rafferty, Anne McGill, Margo Banks and Comhgall Casey. This exhibition will 
be opened at the launch of Omagh Literary Festival in the Strule Arts Gallery 
on Friday 14 September and will remain on view until the end of the festival.

FRINGE EVENTS

All Day Saturday ticket in Strule Arts Centre £25 (6 sessions) 

Tickets available from 

Box Office:   +44 (0)28 8224 7831

Book Online:   www.struleartscentre.co.uk
The Omagh Literary Festival, honouring
Benedict Kiely.

SUNDAY 14 OCTOBER
The Village Inn, Killyclogher, Omagh 

Christopher Fitz-Simon                       
‘Theatre Director Tyrone Guthrie’s 
controversial Ulster correspondence.’           
11 am                 £7 
Christopher Fitz-Simon’s recent book ‘Rise Above’ – 
Letters from Tyrone Guthrie, received much acclaim in 

the Irish, British and American press. It contains letters from Guthrie 
(1900-1971) to his family, often highly critical and always entertaining, 
about the places and people with whom he was working internationally and 
with the BBC and theatre in Belfast. These people included Alec Guinness, 
Joseph Tomelty, Vivien Leigh and Omagh‘s Brian Friel. Christopher 
Fitz-Simon was a director of the Lyric Theatre, Belfast and the Abbey 
Theatre, Dublin. His books include Eleven Houses, a memoir of 1940s 
Ireland. 

Anthony Toner
Musical Connections. 
12.30 pm                 £7
Anthony Toner is one of Northern Ireland’s most 
popular and prolific songwriters. He followed his 
acclaimed 2017 album Ink, with The Kiss of Light, a 

spoken word and music collaboration with Fermanagh –born poet Frank 
Ormsby, earlier this year and is working on a new album and tour for 2019. 
Along the way he has produced a catalogue packed with songs like 
Sailortown and An Alphabet, “full of heart and insight, stories from the road 
and peerless guitar playing”. (Online review)

Book at Strule Arts Centre or pay at the door. (£10 for both sessions)

Benedict Kiely, one of the most distinguished figures in Irish literature, 
was born near Dromore in January 1919 and spent his formative years in 
Omagh. He moved to Dublin in the 1930s to study at NUI and was 
engaged as a journalist on different newspapers. He wrote ten novels and 
The Collected Short Stories, 49 in all, appeared in 2001. He also wrote 
travel books and  works of criticism which included The Poor Scholar and 
Modern Irish Fiction. Benedict Kiely was familiar as a  broadcaster, largely 
through RTE’s Sunday Miscellany radio feature. He died in Dublin in 
February 2007 and is buried in Omagh. Kiely is a renowned exponent of 
the short story form. This competition, for 2,000 word short stories is 
open for submissions until 1 September. Prize £300.

The Benedict Kiely Short Story Competition

kielyweekend.wordpress.com

@kiely_weekend

Celebrating our rich heritage with 
some of Ireland’s finest writers.

Friday 12, Saturday 13 and 
Sunday 14 October 2018

Strule Arts Centre, Omagh

Photograph by Liam Mc Clean

For more
information,
find us online at: 



FRIDAY 12 OCTOBER
Artist Colin Davidson in conversation 
with journalist Eamonn Mallie                            
8 pm - Auditorium             £10
Colin Davison is a contemporary, international artist 
from near Belfast. Since 2010 his focus has been on 
painting grand scale portraits, which have included 

the Queen, Michael D. Higgins, Angela Merkel (commissioned for the cover 
of TIME Magazine) as well as the actors Brad Pitt, Liam Neeson and Sir 
Kenneth Branagh, amongst others. Davidson’s critically acclaimed body of 
work, entitled Silent Testimony, reveals the stories of eighteen people who 
are connected by their individual experiences of loss through the Troubles. 
His work has been showcased all over the world, from the Ulster Museum 
to the Centre of Culturel of Irlandais in Paris and the Smithsonian National 
Portrait Gallery  in Washington DC. 

Eamonn Mallie is a journalist, broadcaster, author and 
art historian. During the height of the N.I. Troubles he 
reported extensively for several global media 
organisations including CNN, C4 and the French 
Agency AFP. Mallie has also written on political art, 
the late Basil Blackshaw and the book One Hundred 
Years of Irish Art. His latest film,  A Woman’s Place, 

tracks the artist Noel Murphy over a six month period as he painted the fifty 
one members of the House of Oireachtas on one single canvas.

Omagh Community Youth Choir
Strule Gallery - 7.15 pm             Free                                                                                                       

The beautiful singing of this choir brings a voice of peace and reconciliation 
at home and afar. Founded in 1998 by Daryl Simpson after the Omagh 
atrocity, the cross community choir come together from traditional divides 
and make connections and friendships through music. The choir has toured 
extensively in the USA and this summer performed in Nashville.

SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER 
Maureen Boyle & Ruth Carr                   
10.30 am                 £7
Join two of Northern Ireland's leading poets as they 
read from their latest collections which are 
representative of a rich range of focus, interest and 

life experience. Maureen Boyle, born in Sion Mills, won The Fish Short 
Memoir Prize 2013. Her collection The Work of Winter, gives voice to women 
and men with imaginative access to people's lives. Ruth Carr's Feather and 
Bone is a personal response to two remarkable women: Mary Ann Mc 
Cracken and Dorothy Wordsworth. Among her publications is an essay on 
Word of Mouth Women's Collective in Female Lines 2017.

Sinead Gleeson with June Caldwell, 
Bernie Mc Gill and Fiona O’Rourke            
12 noon                £7
Sinead Gleeson, writer, broadcaster and critic, is the 
guest speaker on a lively discussion panel about the 

significant role played by Irish female writers. She has edited two 
collections of their short stories namely The Long Gaze Back and Glass 
Shore, both of which have been awarded the Best Irish Published Book at 
the Bord Gais Energy Irish Book Awards in 2015 and 2016. These stories run 
the gamut from heart breaking to humorous, but always leaving a lasting 
impression. Sinead Gleeson reviews books for The Irish Times and presents 

the Book Show on RTE1.  Bernie Mc Gill is author of 
Sleepwalkers, an award winning collection of short 
stories, and the popular novel The Butterfly Cabinet. 
She is a professional mentor at The Irish Writers 
Centre and her latest novel The Watch House is set on 
Rathlin Island. Sinead Gleeson is the judge of the 

Benedict Kiely Short Story Competition and will announce the shortlist 
and winner at the end of this session.

Lunch - 1.15 pm

Tony Macaulay
2.15 pm                 £5
Popular author and peace builder Tony Macaulay has 
written four autobiographical books about growing up 
in the Shankill, Belfast, during the troubled 1970s 
and 80s. These include All Growed Up and Little house 

on the Peace Line. His delightful stories are populated by wonderful 
characters which get behind stereotypes. Tony Macaulay has provided 
leadership in building connections between communities in N.I. and 
international organisations in transition and crisis. 

June Caldwell
3.15 pm                 £5
June Caldwell is “a strong, salty, swaggering new voice 
in Irish fiction” according to critics. Her short story 
collection Room Little Darker “thuds with life and kicks 
with horror”, The Sunday Times. Her stories deal with 

an array of controversial subjects including the legacy of family trauma which 
drips down the generations.  Among her awards are Short Story of the Year, 
Irish Books Award and Irish Times Book Club of the Month April 2018. 

Tea/Coffee - 4.15 pm 

Stephen Mc Kenna
4.45 pm                  £5
‘It’s not often we’re out’.
Local scholar Stephen Mc Kenna, a long time friend 
and associate of Ben Kiely, presents a light hearted 
entertainment, recreating an evening in Ben’s 

company, recalling many of the author’s amusing observations, anecdotes 
and experiences. Ben Kiely was not only a novelist, journalist and literary 
critic, but was also a genial raconteur.                                                                                                             

Colin Bateman
8 pm - Auditorium               £8
Colin Bateman, bestselling novelist and screen 
writer, presents his much discussed film The 
Journey starring Timothy Spall and Colm Meaney. It 
depicts the developing friendship between Ian 

Paisley and Martin Mc Guinness, as they travel together to St. Andrews in 
2006. It was selected for the Venice and Toronto International Film 
Festivals. Colin is a prolific author and writes black comedy, crime fiction 
and thrillers. His most recent books include Paper Cuts, The Prisoner of 
Brenda and The Dead Pass. His novel, Divorcing Jack, was made into a 
popular film and his acclaimed T.V. series Murphy’s Law, starring James 
Nesbitt, ran for five series on BBC 1. 

Poetry Slam
10 pm - Registration. 9.30 pm 
Next Door @ Bogans                        £5
Hosted by Poetry N.I.
(£50 Prize for winner).

Performing poets Colin Dardis and Geraldine O’Kane co-run Poetry N.I. and 
provide an entertaining evening. They invite poets to come along and 
perform their original poems. Colin, an award winning poet, editor and 
creative writing tutor has with Geraldine O’Kane facilitated workshops and 
an array of festival events including All Ireland Poetry Slam. They have won 
awards and had their work published in numerous anthologies. Geraldine is 
editor of Panning for Poems. Together they co-founded the popular Purely 
Poetry monthly event in the Crescent Arts Centre Belfast and Pens Point 
Press, a poetry micro- press at Belfast Book Festival. 

Book at Strule Arts Centre or pay at the door.
                                                                                                                                                                                  

In the Lecture theatre

Dinner - 6 pm:  Strule Cafe. Booking required                  £20

Tea/Coffee - 11.30 am


