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As chairperson of Omagh Arts Committee I am 
delighted to welcome you to our 18th Literary 
Festival celebrating the centenary of Benedict 
Kiely’s birth. We are pleased to present some of 
Ireland’s finest authors, poets and artists to Omagh 
to honour his legacy. We would like to acknowledge 
the funding from Fermanagh Omagh District 
Council and the Arts Council N.I. Special thanks 
are due to the Omagh Arts Committee for their 
commitment and enthusiasm. 

Margaret Geelan.

2019 Benedict Kiely 
Short Story Competition

2019 is the third year of the Benedict Short Story 
Competition, which provides the opportunity for 
new and established short story writers to become 
part of a festival that has hosted some of Ireland’s 
greatest literary figures. Previous winners of the 
competition are Adam Trodd (2017) and Louise Farr 
(2018). Both writers read their winning short story at 
the Omagh Literary Festival, providing a highlight 
of each respective year. The judge of this years 
competition is Sara Baume, award winning author 
of Spill Simmer Falter Wither and A Line Made 
by Walking. Having already received hundreds of 
entries in its relatively short existence, from Ireland, 
the UK, America, Australia, and beyond, the Short 
Story Competition is already a recognisable part 
of the Omagh Literary Festival, and successfully 
celebrates one of the art forms for which Benedict 
Kiely was best known.

Complete entry guidelines for future years can be 
found online, alongside interviews with our past 
winners. The three winners receive £300, £100 and 
£50. Google ‘Omagh Literary Festival’, or find us on 
twitter: @kiely_weekend.

Welcome

Lough Muck
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Donal Ryan
The Auditorium  |  8 pm  |  £10
Donal Ryan is an award winning Irish novelist and 
short story writer, twice longlisted for the Booker 
Prize for his novels “From a Low and Quiet Sea” and 
“The Spinning Heart”, which also won Book of the 
Year at the Irish Book Awards. One of Ireland’s most 
renowned contemporary writers, his characters 
and plots have been praised for their empathy and 
compassion, while his prose has been heralded 
as both “deft and devastating” (Alice O’Keefe, The 
Observer). Born in Neenagh, Tipperary, Donal now 
lives in Limerick, where he teaches Creative Writing 
at the University of Limerick.

Donal will be in conversation with Martin Doyle. 
Martin Doyle is Books Editor of The Irish Times, 
which he joined in 2007. He is a former Editor of The 
Irish Post and has also worked for The Times, both 
in London. He edited A History  of The Irish Post in 
2000. A native of Banbridge, Co Down, he lives in Co 
Wicklow.

Keelan McKernan
Strule Arts Cafe  |  9.30 pm  |  Free
Keelan McKernan is a singer and musician from 
Creggan, Tyrone, who has been playing in venues 
across Ireland for over ten years, as part of various 
bands and groups, and individually. Keelan will be 
playing traditional and contemporary Irish music 
inspired in part by the songs cherished and often 
performed by Benedict Kiely. 

Friday
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Literary Allsorts
The Studio  |  10.30 am  |  £5
Glen Wilson is an exciting young poet from Portadown. 
His first collection of poetry, An Experience on the 
Tongue, has recently been published by Doire Press. He 
won The Seamus Heaney Award for New Writing in 2017 
for his poem” The Lotus Gait” and also The Jonathan 
Swift Creative Writing Award in 2018. As an enthusiastic 
Northern Ireland football supporter, he was delighted 
when the IFA commissioned him to create a poem for 
Northern Ireland.   
Winners of The Benedict Kiely Short Story Competition 
will also share their stories.

‘Belfast Stories’ 
with Dawn Watson and Shannon Yee
The Lecture Theatre  |  12 pm   |   £7
Shannon Yee is a multi-award winning writer and 
playwright. She is also a producer, collaborator, creator 
and a theatre maker with extensive experience in 
project management, mentoring and teaching.

Dawn Watson was born in Belfast. Her stories and 
poems are published in many literary journals, while 
her short story ‘Sonny’s Bench’ was performed by actor 
Ian McElhinney for BBC Radio 4. She has just published 
her debut poetry pamphlet The Stack of Owls is Getting 
Higher with The Emma Press (June 2019).

Shannon Yee and Dawn Watson will be reading 
from the Doire Press anthology Belfast Stories and 
discussing the art of the short story and their wider 
work. 

Moyra Donaldson, an award winning and critically 
acclaimed poet and short fiction writer, from County 
Down, will chair the panel. She has five published 
collections of poetry. 

Tea/Coffee

Saturday
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Mary Kenny
The Studio  |  2 pm  |   £7
Mary Kenny is an author and playwright, journalist 
and broadcaster, freelance writer and columnist 
for many reputable English and Irish newspapers. 
She has a long list of achievements to her credit 
including 7 books, 2 of the most popular being” 
Goodbye to Catholic Ireland: A social history” 
and “Something of Myself and Others”. Her play 
“Allegiance: Winston Churchill and Michael Collins 
1921-1922”was performed in Edinburgh with Mel 
Smith and Michael Fassbender. Though she has 
modified the radical ideas of her past, she still is a 
breath of fresh air. The change from wild child of the 
60sand 70s is reflected in her tattoo which says “To 
live is to change “. Expect to be entertained by this 
amazing lady. 

Eamonn Mallie                           
Under the Tilley Lamp
The Studio  |  3.30 pm   |   £7
Eamonn Mallie is a journalist, broadcaster, author 
and art historian. During the Troubles he reported  for 
several global media organisations including CNN, 
Channel 4 and the French Agency AFP. He runs his 
own production company, EMM Productions, and 
conducted a successful series of interviews with 
popular actors and personalities for UTV and BBC 
Radio Ulster.  He has written extensively on politics 
and art and has produced several books, including one 
on the late Basil Blackshaw and One hundred Years 
of Irish Art. His latest book ‘Under the Tilley Lamp’ 
is a delightful collection of stories and poems about 
growing up in County Armagh. He will share these 
memories in his own inimitable style. 

Saturday



6 Box Office    +44 (0)28 8224 7831

Poetry Slam 
3.30 pm  |  £5, free to those participating
Omagh Literary Festival’s third annual Poetry Slam 
invites poets of all styles and genres to bring their 
poems from page to stage for a chance to win a £50 
cash prize. This event has attracted poets from 
Belfast to Belcoo. 

The Poetry Slam will be hosted by performance poet 
Frank Rafferty who will perform some of his own 
original poems. He also hosts the Ulster Poetry Slam 
and can be heard on Ulster Radio. Registration will be 
open from 3 pm. There is a maximum of three rounds, 
so participants are recommended to prepare three 
poems to impress the judge.

The Camino Voyage
The Lecture Theatre  |  8 pm  |  £7
This enchanting and inspiring documentary 
celebrates an extraordinary voyage. A crew of 4 
embark on a dangerous 2,500 kilometre modern 
day Celtic odyssey from Ireland to Spain in a 
traditional boat known as a naomhog. The boat 
was built by 2 members of the crew, poet and 
writer Danny Sheehy and artist Liam Holden. 
Stonemason Brendan  Moriarty and traditional 
musician Brendan Begley made up the rest of the 
crew. Tragically Danny, who was the inspiration for 
the voyage, died after the naomhog capsized off the 
Iberian coast. Oscar winner and popular musician 
Glen Hansard replaced Danny. Pulling into coastal 
towns and villages, this eclectic crew forged many 
new relationships and inspired those who met 
them with their storytelling, music, poetry and 
song. The voyage ends in Santiago de Compostela.

Dinner  Strule Cafe  |  6 pm  |  Booking Advisable  |  £20

Saturday
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Launch of ‘In a Harbour Green’ 
edited by George O’ Brien
11 am  |  £7
In a Harbour Green edited by George O Brien will be 
launched today. George O’Brien an award winning Irish 
memoirist, writer and academic, currently Emeritus 
Professor of English at Georgetown University, will be 
present at the launch. Martina Devlin and Paul Clements, 
two of the eleven writers who have contributed essays to 
this book, will form part of a panel discussion to highlight  
Kiely’s cultural significance.

These essays illuminate all facets of Benedict Kielys output, 
providing for the first time a comprehensive account of 
its variety and artistic range. His extensive ‘Letters from 
America’ to The Irish Times in the 1960s – based on his 
time as a writer-in-residence at three universities show his 
characteristic wit and verve.

11.30 am - Panel Discussion
Paul Clements, who grew up in the Clogher Valley, has 
written five travel books about Ireland and is the author 
of Romancing Ireland, the biography of Richard Hayward. 
He has also written and edited two books about the travel 
writer and historian Jan Morris. He is a contributing writer 
to Fodor’s Ireland and The Rough Guide to Ireland. He also 
writes a regular local history book review column for The 
Irish Times, as well as an occasional ‘Irishman Diary’ for the 
same newspaper and reviews books for BBC Radio Ulster. 

Omagh native Martina Devlin, vice-chairperson of the Irish 
Writer’s Centre, worked in Fleet street for seven years before 
moving to Dublin where she now combines her work as a 
journalist with the writing of both fiction and non-fiction 
books. Martina has received great acclaim in both fields and 
has won numerous awards including the GALA Columnist 
of the Year, the National Newspapers of Ireland Columnist of 
the Year, and the Royal Society of Literature’s V.S. Pritchett 
Short Story award for her story, Singing Dumb. 

Martina has been shortlisted three times for the Irish Book 
of the Year awards, while her non-fiction account of the 
Irish financial collapse, Banksters, co-authored with her 
husband, David Murphy, topped the best seller list for eight 
weeks. 

Sunday
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Creative Writing 
for schools with 
Dr. Shelley Tracey
11 am & 2 pm
Shelley Tracey is a consultant 
researcher and schools and 
community arts facilitator. 
She has written a handbook 
on teaching creative writing 
for local teachers which has 
proved popular, Putting the 
Creative into Creative Writing: 
Developing confident Writers’. 
She will prepare material and 
images to inspire creativity 
among GCSE English pupils. 
She was born in Johannesburg 
and got her PhD from School of 
Education Queens University 
and now resides in Belfast. 

Memoir Writing 
Workshop with Paul 
Clements
4 pm - 6 pm 
Memoir writing has wide 
parameters and in this workshop, 
Paul Clements will consider 
some of the ways of telling and 
shaping your life story. We will 
look at building style, accessing 
the senses and developing your 
voice to create an engaging piece 
of writing. Advice will be given on 
overcoming fears and helping your 
creativity. We will discuss new 
trends in the memoir genre as well 
as techniques used by authors in 
what is one of the most popular 
forms of writing today. A reading 
list and practical writing handouts 
will be provided to all participants. 

Friday - Workshops
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‘An Enchanted Land’
Celebrating the centenary of        
Benedict Kiely’s birth.
3 October - 2 November
Strule Art Gallery
This multi -media exhibition will showcase the breath and 
vision of Benedict Kiely’s influence on the literary landscape 
of Ireland with a rich display of painting, books and artefacts. 
On display are the works of visual artists such as TP Flanagan, 
Kathleen Bridle and William Scott. The work of other renowned 
artists and writers inspired by our local environment will charter 
the decades of writing by Kiely and his contemporaries. Benedict 
Kiely writes about ‘An Enchanted Land’ in his short story ‘A 
Journey to the Seven Streams’ which describes the beautiful 
countryside near Omagh.

ExhibitionJourney to the Seven Streams
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Benedict Kiely 
Benedict Kiely is one of the most distinguished 
figures in Irish literature and is fondly known 
as the Bard of Omagh. Although his birthplace 
was near Dromore , he grew up in Omagh and 
attended the Christian Brothers  Grammar 
school.  He moved to Dublin in the late 1930s 
to study at University College and while 
still an undergraduate worked part time as 
a journalist on different newspapers.  In the 
60s he brought his works to a wider audience 
when he moved to the USA, taking up posts as 
writer in residence and lecturer in a number of 
universities and writing as a columnist for the 
Irish Times. He was a great story teller and a 
prolific writer with an informed humanism and 
great sense of history and place. 

Overall Benedict Kiely wrote ten novels and 
forty nine short stories, as well as essays, two 
full volumes of criticism and memoirs which 
recalled his earlier life growing up in Tyrone. A 
number of his earlier works were banned at the 
time of publication by Irish censorship laws. He 
was famed throughout Ireland for what the poet 
John Montague called ‘ his great organ voice’  a 
mainstay for years on RTE’s Sunday Miscellany. 
Benedict Kiely frequently came back to Omagh 
and immortalized it in fiction. He died in Dublin 
in February 2007 and is buried in Dublin Road 
cemetery Omagh. 

Three books have been published to 
celebrate the centenary of his birth and 
will be launched at the festival.. 

Down Then By Derry, a collection of short 
stories published by Turnpike Books.

The Best Of Kiely : A Selection of stories 
published by New Island. 

In A Harbour Green: Celebrating  Benedict Kiely 
edited by George O’Brien and published by Irish 
Academic Press.
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Fringe Events

Literary Quiz in Brodericks Bar
Tuesday 8 October  |  9 pm

Readings at Boneyard Records
Saturday 12 October  |  7 pm
Come along to Omagh’s specialist vinyl record-store for informal 
readings, brief histories and a drink to celebrate three of Tyrone’s 
finest writers: Benedict Kiely, Flann O’Brien and William Carlton.

Live music from the Irish Jazz Circuit
Saturday 12 October  |  9.30 pm
Experimental take on classic songs featuring Caolan Hutchinson



Omagh Literary Festival, celebrating Benedict Kiely 
Friday 11 - Sunday 13 October

For additional information visit www.struleartscentre.co.uk
Tickets available from 
Box Office:    +44 (0)28 8224 7831
Book Online:  www.struleartscentre.co.uk
 The Omagh Literary Festival, honouring Benedict Kiely
 @kiely_weekend                kielyweekend.wordpress.com

Friday 11 October

Schools Creative writing workshop 11 am & 2 pm

‘Memoirs’ workshop 4 pm

Donal Ryan in conversation with Martin Doyle 8 pm

Musician Keelan Mc Kernan 9.30 pm

Saturday 12 October

Poet Glen Wilson 10.30 am

‘Belfast Stories’ 12 am

Lunch 1 pm

Mary Kenny 2 pm

Eamonn Mallie 3.30 pm

Poetry Slam 3.30 pm

Dinner in Strule Cafe 6 pm

‘Camino Voyage’ 8 pm

Sunday 13 October

‘In a Harbour Green’ 11 am


